Comparison of removable rigid dressings and elastic bandages in preprosthetic management of patients with below-knee amputations.
The purpose of this study was to determine if the removable rigid dressing is more effective in preprosthetic management than the conventional support dressing with elastic bandages. Residual limb circumference, independent application of the dressing, tendency of the dressing to remain secure, development of pressure areas, and presence of pain were evaluated in two groups of below-knee amputees. Subjects were randomly assigned to use either removable rigid dressings or conventional elastic bandages. Residual limb circumference was measured three times a week, and the other variables were measured weekly. The results indicated that the removable rigid dressing is more effective in preprosthetic management than the elastic bandage.